Age structure of mountain birch at and beyond the
treeline, and potential for future change,
Northern Norway and North-Western Russia

4

Master project within PPS Arctic Norway founded by Research Council of Norway A NTNU
S. Aunel, A. Hofgaard?, S. Dovarn! and I.E. Mathisen? &) NINA

y Al
INorwegian University of Science and Technology, N-7491 Trondheim, Norway r;s..g;.u;:mum..m

2Norwegian Institute for Nature Research, N-7485 Trondheim, Norway

Aim
To analyse the age structure of the current birch treeline and the birch recruitment beyond the treeline along climatic
gradients in Arctic Scandinavia and Kola Peninsula.

Why?
The treeline and the transition from forest and tundra form an important ecological ecotone, and its position and structure

is influenced by climate, topography and anthropogenic impact. The location of the zone is expected to change in
response to the climate warming, because of anticipated increase in growth and recruitment at the treeline and in the
ine zone.
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